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City Of Warrenton 
Planning Department  
Home Occupation Permit 
WMC 16.240 
 

A home occupation permit empowers those who are engaged in small commercial ventures 
that could not necessarily be sustained if it were necessary to lease commercial quarters or 
which, by the nature of the venture, are appropriate in scale and impact to be operated 
within a residence. Home occupations are encouraged for their contribution to reducing 
the number of vehicle trips often generated by conventional businesses. They are 
permitted in all residential units located in residential zones. A property owner or 
designated representative may apply for a home occupation permit by filing an application 
with the Planning Department. 
 

Property  
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tax Lot (s): ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant 
 
Name (s): _____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone: ______________________________ E-Mail Address: _______________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Signature(s): _____________________________________________________ Date: _________________ 
 

Property Owner (if different from applicant) 
 
Name (s): _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________ E-mail Address:  _________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Owner’s Signature: _________________________________________________________ Date: __________________ 
 
I am a record owner of property (person(s) whose name is on the most recently-recorded deed), or contract 
purchaser with written permission from the record owner and am providing my signature as written 
authorization for the applicant to submit this application. 
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E 
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FEE   $200 
 
File# HOC -________ - _________ 
 
Date Received ______________ 
          
Receipt#_____________________ 
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Description of Business  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Home Occupation Review Criteria 
 
Please provide written responses to each of the criteria below that clearly explain how 
your proposal meets each item. Attach a separate piece of paper if needed. Be as specific as 
possible. “Yes” and “No” responses are not sufficient. 
 
Appearance of Residence 
 
1. The home occupation shall be restricted to lawfully-built enclosed structures and be 
conducted in such a manner as not to give an outward appearance of a business. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. The home occupation shall not result in any structural alterations or additions to a 
structure that will change its primary use or building code occupancy classification. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. The home occupation shall not violate any conditions of development approval (i.e., 
prior development permit approval). 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. No products and or equipment produced or used by the home occupation may be 
displayed to be visible from outside any structure. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Storage 
 
1. Outside storage, visible from the public right-of-way or adjacent properties, is 
prohibited. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. On-site storage of hazardous materials (including toxic, explosive, noxious, 
combustible, or flammable) beyond those normally incidental to residential use is 
prohibited. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Storage of inventory or products and all other equipment, fixtures, and activities 
associated with the home occupation shall be allowed in any structure. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Employees 
 
1. There shall be no outside paid employees. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Additional individuals may be employed by or associated with the home occupation, 
so long as they do not report to work or pick up/deliver at the home. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. The home occupation site shall not be used as a headquarters for the assembly of 
employees for instruction or other purposes, including dispatch to other locations. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Advertising and Signs 
 
1. Signs shall comply with Chapter 16.144. In no case shall a sign exceed the residential 
district standard of four square feet. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vehicles, Parking and Traffic 
 
1. One commercially-licensed vehicle associated with the home occupation is allowed 
at the home occupation site. It shall be of a size that would not overhang into the public 
right-of-way when parked in the driveway or other location on the home occupation site. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. There shall be no more than three commercial vehicle deliveries to or from the 
home occupation site daily. There shall be no commercial vehicle deliveries during the 
hours of 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. There shall be no more than one client's or customer's vehicle at any one time and 
no more than eight per day at the home occupation site. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Business Hours 
 
1. There shall be no restriction on business hours, except that clients or customers are 
permitted at the home occupation from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Prohibited Home Occupation Uses 
 
1. Any activity that produces radio or TV interference, noise, glare, vibration, smoke or 
odor beyond allowable levels as determined by local, state or federal standards, or that can 
be detected beyond the property line is prohibited. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Any activity involving on-site retail sales is prohibited, except that the sale of items 
that are incidental to a permitted home occupation is allowed. For example, the sale of 
lesson books or sheet music from music teachers, art or craft supplies from arts or crafts 
instructors, computer software from computer consultants, and similar incidental items for 
sale by home businesses are allowed. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Any uses described in this section or uses with similar objectionable impacts 
because of motor vehicle traffic, noise, glare, odor, dust, smoke, or vibration, such as: 
ambulance service; animal hospital, veterinary services, kennels, or animal boarding; auto 
and other vehicle repair, including auto painting; or repair, reconditioning, or storage of 
motorized vehicles, boats, recreational vehicles, airplanes, or large equipment on-site. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

This application will not be officially accepted until department staff have 
determined that the application is filled out and signed, the application fee has been 

paid, and the submittal requirements have been met. 
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